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(It’s Raining) Mainly Men in Stormont 
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MD’s Notes  
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Behind the Songs: Sir Hugh S. Roberton 
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Supporters’ News 
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The BMVC Musical Crossword 
 
1 2  3  4  5 6  7  8 

       9      

10     11        

       12      

13  14    15       

16     17     18   

    19         

20    21   22  23  24  

      25       

26  27   28        

    29     30    

31             

    32         

 
Crossword compiled by Walter Hakitup 

If you would like to win two tickets to a BMVC 
concert of your choice, please email your 
solution to 
newsletter@bournemouthmalechoir.co.uk, or 
hand it to any member of the choir (a copy of 
the grid or a list of the answers will do in 
either case). Please remember to include: 
 
Name________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
Tel. No________________________________ 
 
Closing date for receipt of entries – 31 st May 
2010. 
 
The winner will be drawn at random from the 
correct entries received by the closing date. 
The editor’s decision is final! 

ACROSS:  DOWN: 

1. 
9. 

 
10. 

 
11. 
12. 
13. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

 
20. 
21. 
23. 
25. 
26. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 

German composer, 1770-1827 (9) 
Come On ______, 1982 chart-topper for Dexy’s 
Midnight Runners (6) 
The city in which to throw Three Coins in the 
Fountain (4) 
The ____ of Innisfree, Bing Crosby song (4) 
Percy ______, American soul singer (6) 
We Plough the Fields and _______ (hymn) (7) 
Gary Numan drove this song to No. 1 (4) 
See 18. 
(and 17) Amanda McBroom song recorded by Bette 
Midler and BMVC (3,4) 
The number every pop star covets (3) 
____ MacColl, British songwriter (4) 
Vinyl 45s had an A-one and a B-one (4) 
What Sandie Shaw was famous for wearing (2,5) 
Surname of Thin Lizzy’s lead singer (6) 
Oddly titled Bee Gees’ hit song (1,1,1,1) 
Wet B-side of the Beatles’ Paperback Writer (4) 
Musical symbol denoting emphasis on a note (6) 
One of the cast in a Gilbert & Sullivan operetta? (9) 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

 
7. 
8. 

13. 
14. 
15. 

 
18. 
19. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
27. 
28. 

3rd symphony of 1 across (6) 
They sang The Birdie Song (6) 
Lionel Bart musical (6) 
Slippery US rock band (4) 
Beth _______ Chapman, American singer-
songwriter (7) 
Vibrating part of a woodwind instrument (4) 
Heavenly 1979 ABBA hit (9) 
Educational Chuck Berry song (6,3) 
Composer remembered for Rule Britannia (4) 
(and 19) He took When You Say Nothing at All 
to number one (5,7) 
Musical threesome (4) 
See 15 
__  ____ Advice, Girls Aloud hit (2,4) 
______ Crow, Grammy-winning US singer (6) 
Want a 1976 Bob Dylan album? (6) 
Many stringed instruments have one (4) 
The dog who went Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow (4) 

As this is the first BMVC crossword, we’d love to h ear what you think of it. Is it too hard? 
Too easy? A waste of a page in the newsletter? Emai l your views (good or bad) to 

newsletter@bournemouthmalechoir.co.uk  
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Northern Ireland Tour Photos ... Northern Ireland T our Photos …  

 

  

 

Photos courtesy of Brian Hemsworth and Phil Morgan 
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Northern Ireland Tour Photos ... Northern Ireland T our Photos 

 

  

  

Photos courtesy of Brian Hemsworth and Phil Morgan 
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Guest Columnist: Sian Pearce 
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Bazza’s Blog: Inside the Tour 
Ever wondered what it’s really like on a choir tour? Here, Bazza – our resident blogger – gives an 
insight into Mainly Men’s recent trip to Northern Ireland.�
  

Today in Stormont 
Posted by @Bazza on Friday, February 26, 2010 at 4.43PM 
�
Just checked into the hotel and enjoying a cup of tea while Room-mate takes a shower. Really enjoyed the 
impromptu performance at Stormont, although the MD reckoned our section went wrong on I Believe. It 
wasn’t me, I swear. It turns out that the Northern Ireland Assembly doesn’t sit on Fridays, so there was no 
chance of seeing any famous faces. Shame, that. I’d taken my autograph book just in case. 
  
It’s the big concert tonight with the Larne Concert Choir and the Killyglen Accordion Orchestra. I think I’m 
singing in the front row. We’re doing three brand new songs in our set, and I’m not looking forward to that 
boy band walk-down thingy. It’s been a joke at rehearsals, quite frankly. 
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While we were eating our sandwiches in Stormont, one of the others was telling me how nervous he is about 
tonight’s concert. He’s doing one of the solo spots in Bui Doi. Looking at the state of his fingernails, I’m glad I 
kept my head down when the MD was asking for volunteers at rehearsals. 
 

Tonight’s Performance 
Posted by @Bazza on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 1.30AM 
�
Everyone was really nervous before the concert. The MD moaned about how badly we lined up during the 
warm-up. Maybe he was worried about the Bui Doi solos, too. He didn’t need to be, though. All the soloists 
sailed through it. One of them got the words slightly wrong, but I doubt anyone noticed. 
 
I was saying to Room-mate on the bus earlier that I wasn’t keen on accordions. I had a girlfriend once whose 
mum played one and I used to get dragged along to her concerts. I ended up eating my words on the bus 
back, though, because those boys and girls from Killyglen really know how to play the thing! And I love the 
Larne Concert Choir, too. It’s nice to see some ladies singing for a change. 
 
So what happened with THE BIG BOY BAND WALK-DOWN? It turned out to be a damp squib, as it 
happens. The place was so packed we ended up lining up really close to the audience. One step forward 
and the front row’s eyeballs would have been gazing straight into our navels. Not a problem for us maybe, 
but downright terrifying for them. So the MD abandoned that idea. Ah well, never mind… 
 

Trip to Bushmills Distillery 
Posted by @Bazza on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 6:03PM 
�
Here are some things I found out during today’s distillery trip:  
 
1. If anyone ever asks you to try something called dulse, don’t bother. 
2. Irish whiskey is distilled three times, which makes it better than Scotch, which is only distilled twice. 
3. People will do almost anything for an extra free sample, including singing in the middle of a café. 
 
Arrived back at the hotel just in time to see England lose to Ireland in the rugby.  
�

The Cutest Thing Since Bambi? 
Posted by @Bazza on Sunday, February 28, 2010 at 2:17AM 
�
Just got back from the evening do with the Larne Concert Choir. Great do – plenty to drink, good food, great 
company, loads of singing in the restaurant afterwards. Got cut off from the rest of the choir behind a table to 
begin with and could hear what I really sounded like on Calm is the Sea. Quite a shock. 
 
Before the meal, we all crammed into the bar – standing room only, with BMVC spread to all corners of the 
room. We traded songs with the local folk band. Great fun. And in the middle of all that came my favourite 
memory of the tour… 
 
Picture the scene: there’s not a free inch of space in the bar. A lady comes in with her two young daughters, 
both in beautiful white dresses. The lady fights her way over to the band and wedges the girls onto a 
windowsill behind the whistle player. The lady asks us to sing them a song and we, of course, oblige. 
 
She then returns the favour with a local folk song – unaccompanied, except by her younger daughter, who 
can be no older than four. The little girl sings with such determined concentration and wide-eyed confidence 
that you’d have to be made of stone not to melt into the floor at the sight of it. And as the two of them sang, 
everyone in that bar stopped what they were doing and listened in absolute silence. Not a whisper or a 
murmur or a clink of a glass to be heard anywhere.  Honestly, you can’t buy moments like that. It’s what 
being on tour is all about.  

Note: Bazza’s views are personal and do not represe nt those of BMVC or any of its officers  
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Getting to know…  
When and why did you join the choir? 
 
I joined in November 2007. I’d been doing A-level 
music for a year and had decided to switch from 
electric guitar to singing for the performance part of 
the course. My music teacher suggested joining a 
gospel choir, but I wanted something more 
challenging. So I googled choir on the internet and 
found BMVC.  
 
Did singing with the choir help with your A-level? 
 
I probably would have failed without it. Mark Burstow 
helped me to prepare my two performance pieces. 
 
Do you come from a musical background? 
 
I started playing the electric guitar when I was about 
nine, but then got an acoustic after borrowing some 
Bob Dylan albums from the library. I was in a few rock groups at secondary school, including one 
called Bonnie Zell, which was named after the midwife who delivered me (I just liked the name!). 
Then I started doing solo spots at a music club in Boscombe, singing a mixture of my own material 
and covers.  
 
What sort of music do you like? 
 
I listen to a wide range of music, from Leonard Cohen through to club music. I like some classical 
music – Holst’s Somerset Rhapsody, for example – but not the modern classical stuff. It just sounds 
like a noise to me. I’m not keen on warbly singers like Alexandra Burke, either. Jeff Buckley’s 
version of Hallelujah is far better. 
 
Which of the choir’s songs do you most enjoy singin g? 
 
Anything with a good second tenor part, like Bui Doi and The Rose. 
 
What do you do when you’re not singing with the cho ir? 
 
I’m in my second year of studying physics at uni, so that takes up a lot of my time. I do a bit of rock 
climbing, including bouldering, which is climbing without ropes. I went trekking in the sixth form and 
reached Everest base camp, although I also climbed Kala Pata, a nearby mountain, which – at 
5500 metres – is about 200 metres higher. I’m also getting into running – I’m in the university 
running club and I’m working my way up to doing a half-marathon.  
 
And finally, tell us something surprising about you rself…  
 
I was born in Oakland, California and lived there until I was two. I hold dual British-US citizenship. 

…Greg Ashton  
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Tour News  
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The choir will be visiting Swansea and Newport on 
22/23 May 2010 for concerts with the Morriston 

Phoenix Choir and the Llantrisant Male Choir. Subject 
to space being available on the coach, supporters are 

welcome to join us on this trip. For details of cost, 
timings, etc, please speak to Brian Hemsworth or email 

bmvcaccounts@ntlworld.com. 

 

 
 

Newport Cathedral 
 

 

 
 

Alas, it wasn’t to be 
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Regrettably, the withdrawal of the Poole-Cherbourg ferry 
service and adverse fluctuations in the exchange rate 

have meant we have had to cancel the choir’s proposed 
visit to Limoges. But all is not lost. One of the songs we 
were rehearsing for that trip – sung in French – will be 
making an appearance in future concert programmes. 

Farewell to…  
It is with great sorrow that we say farewell to Ron Haddon, Colin Haslingden, Ron Tomlinson and 
David Townsend, all of whom have passed away since our last newsletter. Ron, Colin, Ron and 
David will be remembered with affection, and sadly missed. 
 
We also say farewell to George Barrowclough, Terry Bentham, Bill Lead and Arthur Nicol, who 
have all retired from the choir in recent months. We’d like to take this opportunity to thank them for 
their past service and to wish them all the very best for the future.�

…and Welcome to…  
Congratulations to the following new members who have passed their auditions in recent months: 
 
·  Cyril Bishop (2nd bass) 
·  Peter Bradshaw (2nd tenor) 
·  Clayde Edwards (2nd bass) 
·  David Hanks (2nd bass) 
·  Alistair Howie (1st bass) 
·  Robert Phillips (2nd tenor) 
·  Nigel Yeoman (1st bass) 

 
We welcome them all, and hope their association with the choir will be long, rewarding and 
enjoyable.�
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Diary Dates  
Tuesday 13 th April 2010, 7.30pm  Supporters’ Evening, at the United Reform Church, 

Richmond Hill, Bournemouth 

Saturday 15 th May 2010, 7.30pm  ‘Spring into Summer’ concert with the Linden Singers at St. 
Ambrose Church, Bournemouth 

Saturday 5 th June 2010, 7.30pm  Dedication Festival at St. Alban’s Church, Bournemouth 

Saturday 19 th June 2010, 7.30pm  Concert for the Macmillan Unit at the La Salle Theatre, St. 
Catherine’s Road, Bournemouth 

Saturday 24 th July 2010, 7.30pm  Celebrity concert featuring Sir Willard White at the 
Lighthouse, Poole 

Check our website – www.bournemouthmalechoir.co.uk – for the latest concert news 

Like to join us?  

 
Have you ever sat at home watching one of 
those choir programmes on TV and wished 

you could be a part of 
something like that? If 
you have, then the 
Bournemouth Male 
Voice Choir could be for 
you.  
 
Many people join us 
having had no 
experience of singing in 
public. You don’t need to 

be able to sight-read music, either. As long 
as you can sing in tune and are willing to 
learn, then you’ve got what it takes to be a 
good chorister.  
 
Still interested? Then email Mark Burstow at 
musicaldirector@bournemouthmalechoir.co.
uk, or speak to a member of the choir. 

 

Do you have a contribution for the newsletter, or w ould you like to make a comment about 
it? If so, please email the editor at newsletter@bo urnemouthmalechoir.co.uk  

 


